September 2019.
History of Langar Airfield and Skydive Langar
Langar Airfield was built in 1942 and has operated for nearly 80 years on a continuous
basis with the exception of a small period in the late 60's/early 70's
We are fully aware that activities associated with an airfield in the local area do make
noise.
1977 – Paracending, parachuting and Micro lights (the later being very noisy)
1983 – change of ownership and more focus on parachuting. Steady growth in jump
numbers per year up to around the early 2000's when we made 30,000 jumps – This then
stays at the same level – this year (2019) we expect to make about 29,000 jumps.
In 1991 we had 4 aircraft (3 x C206 and 1x BN2) with a total capacity of 24 skydivers.
These used noisy piston engines.
Since then we have invested heavily in newer, more quiet aircraft. Indeed we plan to
re-engine one a/c this year making it both faster to climb (an hence spending less time a
low level where noise levels at ground level are higher) and also less flight time.
2003 was the first time we made 30,000 jumps. To do this we had to use 3 aircraft (C206,
Let 410 and C208) – one of which was a twin (2 engined) aircraft.
We now, through our investment, normally operate with just two single engined
aeroplanes. These aircraft meet the highest, most stringent noise emission requirements
in the whole of Europe. To put this into perspective – just a single engine upgrade costs in
the region of 3/4 million Dollars.
We understand that noise travels through the air and that our activities do create aircraft
noise. This all means that as a centre we are continuing to strive to become a quieter
operation year on year and plan to continue with that goal.
Benefits to local community
Skydive Langar aims to provide a beneficial interaction with the local communities.
One of the most significant is simply financial – we directly employ between 20 and
seasonally up to 45 local people . This puts in the region of £1million each year into the
local economy. In addition to wages we specifically aim to spend money with our
community.
For example
 All our road fuel comes from Harby.


We chose to use Harby for all our post office services (We know that using a
franking machine would be much cheaper but it's important to assist the local
community)



Even more locally – Our staff are often customers of The Cow Shed based here in

Plungar.


We print the Harby Journal every month completely free of charge.



We participate in local fates either directly of through contributions.



Assistance to local groups – Such as running scouts evenings. Providing safety
tuition and education to a local scout group for their 'Aircraft' Badges



Completion of display jumps into local events such as Langar Primary School and
John Deere Celebrations.



For the last 15 years we have worked with two local secondary schools (Schools in
Bingham and Radcliffe on Trent) to provide work experience weeks to students at
least twice a year.

Indirectly – there are several local B&B's that gain significant business through the
skydivers that visit us for events.

Now to Specifically address the noise over Plungar.
The focus of the following information relates to the 14 th July 2019 as and example date.
This date was chosen as it was the most recent date that we received feedback about
noise generated by our operations. This feedback was received from a resident of Plungar.
Reviewing flights over the period of June 1st through to August 31st this day is also a
normal representation of what we regard as a busy day of flight activities. The flight routes
taken by the aircraft are typical of those with the normal, prevailing wind from the West and
North West.
This utilises our main runway for take off, departing out towards the west away from
Plungar and subsequently landing on the same runway, thus requiring an approach
through the corridor that sits between the line of the Vale villages Plungar, Barkestone and
Redmile on one side and the villages of Barnstone, Granby and Sutton on the other side.
It is our standard procedure to avoid flying over any of our local neighbours.
A specific part of our flight crew training includes the local geography and the importance
of not overflying any of our local communities so far as possible.
The following radar traces clearly show that when we fly and need to manoeuvre we use
the spaces available between the villages and do not overfly the villages.

Radar Trace information for the flights from Langar Airfield

Radar traces showing in Yellow represent flight below 2000 Feet.
The Green colour show from 2000 to 5000 feet and the Blue colour shows flight above
5000 feet.
Radar traces, such as these used here are readily available to the public online

Aircraft A – Flight 1 - 14th July 2019 - 09:06UTC

The flight uses the gap between Plungar and Barkestone initially during the climb at 8700
feet it then passes in the space between Harby and Hose at 10,000 feet before later on
during it's descent passing between Plungar and Barkestone at 9200 feet.
The zoomed-in image below shows in more detail how the aircraft does not fly over either
village but uses the space between the two.

Aircraft A – Flights 2 and 3 - 14 th July 2019 - 09:30UTC

Again the flight uses the gap between Harby and Hose as well as the gap between Hose
and Long Clawson. This flight avoids the area of Plungar and the Vale Villages.
The zoomed-in image below shows in more detail how the aircraft does not fly close to
Plungar

.Aircraft A – Flight 4 - 14th July 2019 - 10:47UTC

On these flights we use the spaces between Harby and Hose – at this point the aircraft is
above 9000 feet.
Zooming-in image to show more detail how the area around Plungar is avoided

Aircraft A – Flights 5 and 6 - 14 th July 2019 - 11:31UTC

On these two flights we use the spaces between Harby, Hose and Long Clawson – at
these points the aircraft is above 8500 feet.
Zooming-in image show more detail. During the loop between Langar Airfield and Plungar
the aircraft is initially at 9600 feet and climbs to 11,500 feet preparing to enter the airspace
overhead the airfield.

Aircraft A – Flights 7, 8 and 9 - 14th July 2019 - 12:24UTC

Quite a busy set of flights with several 'passes' over the airfield at differing heights to allow
trainee parachutists to exit a suitable altitudes.
During this period of 1 hour 4 minutes, the aircraft passes between the airfield and the
village of Plungar on two occasions. The Green line indicates a height of around 3500 feet.
During the blue line flight the aircraft is at least 9,700 feet

Aircraft A – Flight 10 - 14th July 2019 - 16:03UTC

On these flights we again use the spaces between Harby, Hose and Long Clawson and
the open space between these villages and Eastwell

During these flights the aircraft passes just once in the gap between the villages of
Barkestone and Redmile.

Aircraft B – Flight 1 - 14th July 2019 - 09:18UTC

During this flight the aircraft passes once in the gap between the villages of Plungar and
Barkestone. The aircraft is at about 4000 feet at this point.

Aircraft B – Flights 2-4 - 14th July 2019 - 16:03UTC

These lower level flights are used for student, trainee parachutists. Throughout the
majority of these flights the aircraft is at 3,500 feet

The aircraft flies in small loops over the airfield. It does not fly over Plungar

Aircraft B – Flights 5-8 - 14th July 2019 Flight time 1hr, 32 mins

Another busy set of flights. The aircraft passes in the gap between Barkestone and
Redmile on two occasions during this 1hour, 30 minute flight. This take place at a height of
around 1500 to 1800 feet (in yellow)
The aircraft also passes once between Plungar and Barkestone during this period at a
height of 11,200 feet (Blue line in centre of page)

Aircraft B - 14th July 2019 - Final flight of the day

The aircraft makes a loop around the airfield at 3,500 feet. Then passes between Hose
and Harby during it's climb. The aircraft does not fly near Plungar, Barkestone or Redmile

Other Example Flights

- Saturday 17 th August 2019

Examples of our normal flights running through the corridor that sits between the line of the
Vale villages Plungar, Barkestone and Redmile on one side and the villages of Barnstone,
Granby and Sutton on the other.

Summary.
These traces show the activities of a specific date relating to feedback from a resident of
Plungar.
These traces show that we are not overflying villages and use the space between villages
when necessary.
Skydive Langar provide many benefits to the local community.
Whilst this focuses on a specific date, analysis of the period between the 1 st June and the
end of August show this day to be typical of a normal, busy weekend flight activities.

Finally
Thanks you for your time and the opportunity to attend today.
We would welcome your visit – come and see us jumping from our of our aircraft. We have
plenty of space for spectators.

