
 

Barkestone, Plungar & Redmile Parish Council 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting from Thursday 24th September 2020 at 7:00pm  

via ZOOM  
 
Present: Councillors Lowther (chair) Greaves, Evans, Parry, Grant and Smith 
Officer Present:  Parish Clerk 
Borough & County Representatives: 3 
Members of the public: 1 
 

Prior to the commencement of the meeting, Councillor Lowther, in line with the Parish Council’s Standing 

Orders, advised 15 minutes would be allowed for Residents’ questions with a maximum of 3 minutes per 

person.  After 15 minutes, the Agenda item would be closed. 

Ref: Subject:  

080/20 Apologies for absence: 
There were none. 

 

081/20 Declarations of Interest: 
Councillor Lowther declared an interest in 20/00882/FULHH – Shire Barn, 2 Easthorpe Lane, Redmile 
Councillor Evans declared an interest in 20/00905/FULHH – 21 New Causeway, Barkestone 

 

082/20  Resolution to sign Minutes of the Parish Council meeting on Thursday 13th August 2020: 
The Minutes, which had been circulated to the Parish Councillors in advance of the meeting, were agreed. 

 

083/20 Residents Questions: 
There were no residents’ questions. 

 

084/20 Update from Borough and County Councillors: 
Councillor Evans was in Attendance. 
 
Councillor Steadman advised that Melton Borough Council was looking at extending the use of village greens 
and car parks to assist with outside seating for a further six to twelve months enabling persons to adhere to 
social distancing guidelines when visiting pubs and restaurants.   
 
Councillor Byron Rhodes advised that: 

(a) COVID-19 – Melton is in a favourable position.  There are some new cases but these are not rising 
in significant numbers 

(b) Services, provided by Leicestershire County Council, are still being maintained but there is currently  
an overspend of £18,000,000.  The County Council is still working out next year’s income 

(c) 93% of children are in attendance at the County’s schools 

 

085/20 Planning: 
Applications received for consideration: 

(a) 20/00950/FULHH – 15 Easthorpe Lane, Redmile – The Parish Council did not oppose this application 
 

(b) 20/00902/FULHH – The White House, 21 New Causeway, Barkestone – Councillor Evans withdrew 
from the meeting and did not take part in the debate and the vote.  The Parish Council objected 

               to this application on the following grounds: 

 The proposed extension does not appear to be in keeping with the rest of the property.  Further  
clarification is required in relation to the flat roof extension 

 The plans appear to be quite sketchy and it would appear that the extension is going right to the 
boundary line 

 The application could have been done more sympathetically.  It is not an attractive looking extension 
and may have an impact on other properties within the village 
ACTION:  Clerk to write to MBC 

 

 



 

(c) 20/00882/FULHH – Shire Barn, 2 Easthorpe Lane, Redmile – Councillor Lowther withdrew from the 
meeting and did not take part in the debate and the vote.  The Parish Council objected to this 
application on the following grounds:  

 The application is contrary to D1 

 The application is very misleading – plans for this application are missing from the website 

 There is evidence of over-development of the site 

 The current application does not show the previous planning application – 20/00374/FULHH which 
was approved as recently as a maximum of 3 months ago and so to the extent of the combined 
Development is not apparent 
ACTION:  Clerk to write to MBC 
 

Applications Approved: 
(a) 20/00764/TCA – The Rectory, 2 Church Lane, Redmile 
(b) 20/00606/FULHH – Dove Cottage, 1 Church Corner, Redmile 

 
Applications Withdrawn: 

(a) 20/00944/TCA – Overfields, 1 Belvoir Road, Redmile.  Prior to the meeting, the Clerk had advised 
the Parish Council of the position in relation to the temporaryTPO that had been applied for.  At the 
time of the meeting, there had been no response to follow-up communication to MBC dated 10th 
September 2020.  
ACTION – Clerk to write to Mr Toby Ebbs at MBC inviting him to the next Parish Council meeting. 

086/20 Paddock Land, Plungar – Progress on appeal to planning application: 
Councillor Lowther advised that there was no date for the appeal hearing and an Inspector had not yet been 
appointed.  There were no questions from Parish Councillors or members of the public.      

 

087/20 Proposed Solar Farm in Barkestone-Le-Vale: 
Councillor Lowther advised that there was no further information on Savill’s website since the ZOOM meeting 
with Peter Grubb.  ACTION:  Councillor Lowther to write to Savills to request more information. 
The Parish Council agreed that the views from Parishioners in relation to this proposed application were very 
important and as it was not possible, due to COVID, for the proposed event to take place, Councillors Parry 
and Evans will work together to set up a questionnaire on Survey Monkey.  ACTION:  Councillors Parry and 
Evans to advise Parishioners when the survey is available for completion. 
Councillor Evans noted that MBC had opined that an EIA was not required for this development but, in fact,  
the wattage proposed was just 0.1 MW below the level at which an EIA should be considered more fully.  In  
light of this the Parish Council should consider whether it would investigate undertaking an EIA on the 
Parish’s behalf. 
Borough Councillor, Steadman, suggested that she write to our Member of Parliament in relation to this 
proposed development.  This was proposed by Councillor Parry and seconded by Councillor Evans. 
ACTION:  Clerk to liaise with Councillor Steadman. 

 

088/20 Peacock Wood, Redmile – Communication from Belvoir Estates: 
Councillor Lowther advised that a communication from Belvoir Estates had been received by the organisers 
responsible for the development of Peacock Wood, Redmile advising that the Estate were unhappy about the 
objections that had been received in relation to the removal of the apple trees in an orchard area adjacent  
to Overfields in Redmile and that if Belvoir Estates were giving land for a community wood that they wanted 
something in return.  Belvoir Estates have already given permission for Peacock Wood and the trees will be 
delivered in November.  Councillor Greaves proposed that the Parish Council apply to make the temporary TPO 
permanent.  This was seconded by Councillor Lowther.  ACTION:  Clerk to write to MBC. 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

089/20 Byways Open to All Traffic – Church Lane to Long Lane, Redmile: 
County Councillor, Rhodes, advised that this stretch could be protected during the winter months as leaving it 
‘unrestricted’ could be dangerous to both pedestrians and vehicles.  No specific action is in place at the  
moment and the Parish Council will monitor the situation.  It was proposed by Councillor Parry and seconded 
by Councillor Evans that the Parish Council write to LCC asking for a temporary order of closure during the 
winter.  Councillor Rhodes advised the Clerk to communicate with Customer Services and copy him 
into the communication.  ACTION:  Clerk to write to LCC. 

 

090/20 Severn Trent Compensation Monies: 
(a) The Parish Council is in receipt of £2000 compensation monies for the inconvenience caused to 

parishioners.  These monies will be divided between the 3 villages.  It was suggested by Councillors 
Lowther and Greaves that the monies for Redmile be used to purchase additional equipment for the 
play park.  No suggestions were made in relation to the Barkestone and Plungar monies. 
 

(b) Monies are still available to Redmile from the original monies received from Severn Trent, £500.  
Projects in Barkestone and Plungar have been agreed by the Parish Council. 

 
Councillor Grant asked if parishioners in Plungar would be getting individual compensation letters from 
Severn Trent.    Councillor Parrry advised that the number of letters quoted by Severn Trent was equal to 
the number of houses in the 3 villages.  It was agreed that we should wait till the letters were delivered 
before commenting further.    ACTION:  Councillor Lowther to contact Severn Trent to enquire. 
 
The Parish Council thanked Councillor Greaves for his efforts. 

 

091/20 Footpath Issues within the Parish: 
(a) Councillor Lowther advised that following his meeting with Belvoir Estates on 23rd July 2020 he was 

currently marking problem footpaths on the relevant maps before arranging another visit to Belvoir 
Castle. 

 

092/20 Formation of a Group to deal with the railway path and action urgently needed: 
A number of people have expressed an interest in being involved with this project.  ACTION: Councillors Parry 
and Evans to liaise with potential Group members and set up a meeting. 

 

093/20 Activated Speed Signs: 
Councillor Lowther asked County Councillor, Rhodes, if LCC had any schemes that the Parish Council could 
access to assist with the purchasing of Speed Activated Signs.  There are no schemes available.  Councillor 
Lowther advised that he was awaiting confirmation of a meeting with a representative from LCC’s suppliers of  
Vehicular Activated signs and a member of staff from LCC. 

 

094/20 Increased Traffic through Redmile to the Engine Yard: 
It was suggested by Parish Councillors that the existing signs to Belvoir Castle from the A52 could also include 
the Engine Yard.  ACTION:  Clerk to write to Nottinghamshire County Council. 
Councillor Greaves agreed to check the directions given on the Engine Yard website and to approach Google 
Maps to enquire if they were able to adjust the route shown.  ACTION:  Councillor Greaves to check website 
and contact Google Maps. 

 

095/20 Newsletter: 
It was resolved that the Newsletter, that had been distributed to parishioners in all 3 villages, had been 
produced in a satisfactory format and that it would be produced every 3 months.  A synopsis would be 
given in the Newsletter in relation to what was happening with more detailed articles, if appropriate, placed  
on the website.  Councillor Parry agreed to draft the Newsletter.  Councillor Greaves offered his assistance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

096/20 Actions Required from Previous Meeting: 
Councillor Evans: 
To contact Borough Council to request the Environmental Team visit Evergreen House, Redmile with a week – 
The site has been visited 
 
Councillor Lowther: 
To contact Peter Grubbs at Savills to arrange a presentation to Barkestone residents in relation tothe Green 
Solar Farm planning application – a date and venue was arranged but due to COVID this had to be cancelled 
 
Councillor Parry: 
To order additional magnets for the notice board at Barkestone and forward the invoice to the Clerk together 
with the invoice for any materials used in the installation process of both the picnic benches and the notice 
board – magnets have been purchased and paperwork to be forwarded to the Clerk 
 
Clerk: 
To contact interested parties in forming a Group to deal with the railway path to try to arrange a site visit – 
See Minute reference 092/20 
 
To complete Speedwatch application for Redmile – Parish Council should receive a response within the next 
few weeks to confirm if this is going ahead.  Earlier Speedwatch applications had been cancelled due to 
COVID  
 
To contact LRALC and LCC regarding the legalities of the Parish Council’s proposed Overgrown Trees and 
Hedges policy – following the communications with the Clerk, which had been forwarded to the Parish 
Councillors, it was proposed by Councillor Parry and seconded by Councillor Greaves that the Parish Council’s 
Policy be adopted 
 

 

097/20 Financial: 
(a) Current account balance at 31.08.2020 - £5,233.69; Deposit Account balance - £22,371.23 
(b) Payments required for September 2020: Michele Jones - £486.20 – September Salary;  G Richardson - 

£10.00 – Plungar War Memorial Maintenance;  St Peter & St Paul’s Church, Barkestone -£200.00 –  
Churchyard Grass Cutting Donation; Wickstead Leisure - £60.00 – Redmile Play park inspection; 
E-on - £183.60 – Quarterly Maintenance Charge; Community Heartbeat - £15.60 – Rescue Safety Kit, 
Barkestone; B&H Midland - £48.00 – Printing of Newsletter (re-imbursement to Clerk) 

(c) Direct Debits:  E-on - £122.45 – Streetlighting (September) 
All Parish Councillors, in attendance at the meeting, agreed to the payment of the above. 

 

098/20 Councillors’ Reports: 
Councillor Parry: 
Following repairs to Barkestone bus shelter and subsequent correspondence received, he requested that the 
Title Deeds for a property on New Causeway be requested from the Land Registry to see who owned the land 
around the bus shelter with a view to the Parish Council potentially planting some hardy shrubs.   
ACTION:  Clerk to write to the Land Registry  
 
Councillor Smith: 
The noise level of the planes flying from Langar over the villages has increased together with the number of 
flights.  He suggested that Parish Councillors monitor the number of times the planes flew over the villages this 
weekend.   It was suggested that a member from Skydive Langar be invited to attend our next meeting.  The 
Clerk referred Councillors to the article that she had sent to them from the Melton Times. 
 
 
 

 



 

Councillor Greaves: 
Main Street, Redmile had been closed for repairs to the road and he questioned why the road needed to be 
repaired as there was no evidence of any repairs being required.   ACTION:  Councillor Greaves to write to 
County Councillor, Rhodes, asking how LCC prioritise and manage road repairs as some recent repairs in 
Redmile have seemed unnecessary where other nearby stretches of road are in very poor repair. 
 
Councillor Grant: 
The Clerk on the Village Hall Committee would like the Parish Council website to have a link to the Village Hall 
website .  The Clerk advised that she had acknowledged the correspondence received from the Village Hall 
Committee. 

099/20 Clerk’s Report: 
The Clerk advised that the closing date for the second phase of the Shire Environmental Grants was  
31st October 2020  

 

100/20 The next meeting will be held on Thursday 22nd October at 7.00 pm via ZOOM 
 

 

 The meeting closed at 9.20 pm  

 

 


